
 

         

 
This is an open access article under the CC BY 
License  (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0). 

JURNAL AR RO'IS MANDALIKA (ARMADA) 
Journal website: https://ojs.cahayamandalika.com/index.php/armada 
  

ISSN: 2774-8499    Vol. 5 No. 1 (2025) 

 

 
 

Research Article 

 
The Role of Tasybih Tamtsil in Enriching the Imagination 

of Arabic Literature 
 
 

1Abdul Muiz, 2Lutpiyah Hakim 
 

1,2Universitas Islam Cirebon, Indonesia; email: Muiza3659@gmail.com, elha31454@gmail.com 
 

Corresponding Author, Email: Muiza3659@gmail.com  

 
 

Abstract 
Tasybih tamtsil is a form of parable in Arabic rhetoric that has high expressive 

power. Its use in Arabic literature not only clarifies the meaning, but also enriches the 
reader's imagination by presenting a more concrete and vivid picture. This article 
aims to analyze the role of tasybih tamtsil in developing the aesthetics and 
imagination of classical and modern Arabic literature. With a qualitative-descriptive 
approach, this study reveals how tasybih tamtsil is used in literary works and how it 
affects readers' understanding and experience. The results of the study show that 
tasybih tamtsil not only increases the aesthetic power of Arabic literature, but also 
plays a role in strengthening the cultural and moral values that the author wants to 
convey. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Tasybih tamtsil is a powerful rhetorical device in Arabic literature that employs 
parable-like comparisons to convey meaning with heightened expressiveness and 
aesthetic depth. This literary tool not only clarifies abstract concepts but also 
amplifies the reader’s imaginative engagement by providing vivid, concrete imagery 
that enhances the emotional and intellectual experience of a text. Unlike simple 
similes, tasybih tamtsil encapsulates entire scenarios or ideas, making it a crucial 
stylistic feature that bridges the gap between abstract thought and sensory perception 
in Arabic literary tradition. 
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This article seeks to explore the pivotal role of tasybih tamtsil in shaping the 

aesthetics and imagination within both classical and modern Arabic literature. 
Through a qualitative-descriptive approach, the study examines its structural 
composition, stylistic variations, and rhetorical effectiveness in different literary 
genres, including poetry, prose, and philosophical discourse. Furthermore, this 
research investigates how authors have historically employed tasybih tamtsil to 
enrich narrative depth, evoke strong emotional responses, and establish cultural and 
philosophical underpinnings in their works. 

 
By analyzing key literary texts from different periods, this study aims to 

uncover the extent to which tasybih tamtsil influences readers' comprehension, 
interpretation, and overall experience of Arabic literary works. It also delves into how 
this rhetorical device has evolved over time, adapting to shifting linguistic trends and 
socio-cultural contexts while maintaining its core function as a means of artistic 
embellishment and intellectual engagement. Through this analysis, the article 
highlights the enduring significance of tasybih tamtsil in Arabic literature and its 
impact on the broader realm of literary aesthetics and rhetorical artistry.  
 
 
METHOD 

This study employs a qualitative-descriptive approach with a strong emphasis 
on textual analysis, focusing on a selection of Arabic literary works that incorporate 
tasybih tamtsil. The research examines how this rhetorical device functions within 
different genres of Arabic literature, including poetry, prose, and other narrative 
forms, spanning various historical periods from classical to modern Arabic literature. 
By analyzing texts from different eras, this study seeks to identify continuities and 
transformations in the use of tasybih tamtsil, exploring how its application has 
evolved over time while maintaining its fundamental role in enhancing literary 
expression. 

 
The primary data sources include classical Arabic poetry, which is renowned 

for its elaborate metaphors and imagery, as well as prose works, such as philosophical 
and literary treatises, novels, and short stories that incorporate rhetorical and 
aesthetic elements. The selection of these texts is guided by their prominence in 
Arabic literary tradition and their extensive use of tasybih tamtsil to convey complex 
meanings in an accessible and imaginative manner. 

 
To ensure a systematic and rigorous analysis, this study utilizes discourse 

analysis, a method particularly suited for examining how language, style, and 
rhetorical devices interact to shape meaning within literary narratives. Through this 
approach, the study investigates not only the linguistic and structural aspects of 
tasybih tamtsil but also its semiotic and cognitive dimensions, shedding light on how 
it influences readers' perception, interpretation, and emotional engagement with the 
text. 
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Furthermore, this study explores the aesthetic impact of tasybih tamtsil by 

assessing its ability to create vivid mental imagery, enhance the evocative power of 
literary works, and stimulate reader imagination. By doing so, it examines how 
tasybih tamtsil serves as a cognitive bridge that connects abstract ideas with concrete 
experiences, making complex themes more comprehensible and relatable to 
audiences. 

 
Additionally, the research takes into account the socio-cultural and historical 

contexts in which these literary texts were produced, analyzing how tasybih tamtsil 
reflects and responds to intellectual, philosophical, and artistic trends across different 
periods of Arabic literary history. This contextual approach helps uncover the broader 
cultural and ideological significance of tasybih tamtsil, demonstrating its role not just 
as a literary device but also as a vehicle for cultural expression and intellectual 
discourse. 

 
By integrating these analytical dimensions, the study aims to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the function and significance of tasybih tamtsil in 
Arabic literature. It also seeks to contribute to the broader field of Arabic rhetoric, 
literary aesthetics, and reader-response theory, highlighting the enduring relevance 
of classical rhetorical techniques in modern literary analysis. 
 
 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The results of the study show that tasybih tamtsil not only increases the 
aesthetic power of Arabic literature, but also plays a role in strengthening the cultural 
and moral values that the author wants to convey. 

Arabic literature is rich in rhetorical elements that make it unique and 
expressive. One of the elements that plays an important role in building the beauty 
and strength of the Arabic literary language is tasybih tamtsil. Tasybih tamtsil is a 
parable that presents a concrete picture through a clear and easy-to-understand 
analogy. In its development, the use of tasybih tamtsil is not only found in classical 
literature, but also in modern literature, demonstrating its relevance and flexibility in 
various linguistic and cultural contexts. 

The study of tasybih tamtsil in Arabic literature is still relatively limited, 
especially in relation to literary imagination. Therefore, this study aims to dig deeper 
into how tasybih tamtsil enriches literary experience, both in understanding texts and 
in shaping the creativity of readers and writers. 

The results of the study also show that tasybih tamtsil in Arabic literature has several 
main functions, including: 
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1. Enriching the Imagination 

The use of tasybih tamtsil allows the reader to imagine an abstract situation or 
concept in a more concrete and vivid way. For example, in classical poetry, many 
parables are used that associate human nature with natural elements such as the sun, 
moon, and water. Through this parable, the reader can build a clearer mental image 
of the intention that the writer wants to convey. This imagination enriches the 
reading experience by providing a deep visualization of the themes raised in literary 
works. 

2. Improving Literary Aesthetics 

The comparison-based structure of language creates a more profound poetic 
effect, thus adding artistic value to literary works. This beauty can be found in a 
variety of classical Arabic poems, where tasybih tamtsil is used to create harmony and 
rhythm in sentence structure. For example, in Al-Mutanabbi's poems, tasybih tamtsil 
is often used to give dramatic effects and increase the aesthetic appeal of an 
expression. 

3. Clarifying the Meaning 

With an easy-to-understand analogy, the message that the author wants to 
convey can be received more effectively by the reader. This is especially important in 
philosophical and sufistic texts, where abstract concepts are explained through 
concrete parables. For example, in the works of Ibn Arabi, tasybih tamtsil is often 
used to explain metaphysical concepts that are difficult to understand in a direct way. 

4. Sustaining and Strengthening Culture 

Tasybih tamtsil in literature often reflects the values and cultural norms that 
prevailed in Arab society at that time. This can be seen in various stories in Alf Layla 
wa Layla (One Thousand and One Nights), where tasybih tamtsil is used to describe 
the social and cultural life of the Arab people at that time. Thus, tasybih tamtsil also 
serves as a tool to transmit cultural values from one generation to the next. 

5. Tasybih Tamtsil in Modern Literature 

In modern Arabic literature, tasybih tamtsil is still widely used even though it 
has undergone some modifications to adapt to the times. Naguib Mahfouz's novels, 
for example, often use tasybih tamtsil to enrich the narrative and strengthen the 
emotional connection between the characters and the reader. This technique is also 
used in experimental literary works that attempt to explore new forms of language 
expression. 

6. The Impact of Tasybih Tamtsil on Readers 

From the perspective of literary psychology, the use of tasybih tamtsil can help 
readers build a deeper understanding of the text. The imagination built through this 
parable can increase the appreciation of literary works and expand the reader's insight 
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into the reality depicted in the text. This makes tasybih tamtsil an effective tool in 
increasing reader engagement with literary texts. 
 
 
Conclution 
  Tasybih tamtsil has a very significant role in enriching the imagination of 
Arabic literature. Through concrete and expressive parables, tasybih tamtsil not only 
enhances literary aesthetics, but also helps readers in understanding deeper 
meanings. In addition, its use also contributes to preserving the cultural and ethical 
values that the author wants to convey. Thus, further study of tasybih tamtsil in 
various literary contexts will further open up insights into the power of rhetoric in 
Arabic. 
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